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(54) Title: METHOD OF PACKAGING A WEB, AND A PACKAGE PRODUCED THEREBY 



(57) Abstract 



The invention relates to a method and 
package for packaging a web. In the method 
of the invention, a web (1) is slit into two 
or more narrower webs (2a to 2e) which are 
folded into superimposed layers (4). The 
method comprises the steps of directing the 
webs (2a to 2e) to a nip formed by two 
rotating reels (3a, 3b) and by inducing the 
webs, held alternately against the surfaces 
of the first (3a) and the second (3b) reel, 
to move with the reel the length of a 
predetermined rotational angle to provide 
folding, and joining the ends of the webs 
(2a to 2e) together so that the webs form a 
continuous whole whose length corresponds 
to the combined length of the webs. 
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Inventive step (IS) 


Claims 
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Claims 
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Industrial applicability (IA) 
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2. Citations and explanations 
Cited documents : 

(Dl) : US 1489833 A 
(D2) : EP 0383501 A2 

The claimed invention relates to a method of packaging a web 
and a package produced by the method. The object of the 
invention is to avoid the problems relating to the use of 
round web reels in preparing machines. 

The solution according to the invention is a method of 
packaging a web and a package produced by the method, where 
the web is slit into two or more narrower webs. These narrower 
webs are folded into superimposed layers via a nip formed by 
two rotating reels through which the webs are directed. The 
webs are held against the surfaces of the two reels and are 
induced to alternately move a length of a predetermined 
rotational angle with each reel to provide the folding. The 
ends of the webs are thereafter joined together to form a 
continuous length which corresponds to the combined length of 
the webs. . .... 

Document (Dl) discloses a method of packaging a web (W) 
according to the preamble of claim 1, where the slit webs (wl, 
w2) are directed to a nip formed by two rotating reels (F, G) . 
The webs (wl, w2) are held against the surfaces of the two 
reels (F, G) by mechanical means (figure 6, details 37, 44) . 
They are induced to alternately move a length of a 
predetermined rotational angle with each reel to provide the 
folding (page 4, column 2, line 94- line 4, page 5, column 1) . 



• . • / • • . 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Box V) (January 1994) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. 
PCT/FI98/01022 



Supplemental Box 
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Continuation of: V . 

The subject matter claimed in claim 1 differs from the method 
of packaging a web described in document (Dl) in the respect 
that the ends of the webs thereafter are joined together to 
form a continuous length, which corresponds to the combined 
length of the webs. 

Document (D2) however reveals a web supply system comprising 
packages with side-by-side stacks (figure 3, details 12a, 12b) 
of superimposed web layers formed by folding a web (13) . The 
ends of the webs (13) are joined together by joining the tail 
end (19) of one web to the forward end (19a) of the adjacent 
web to form a continuous length, which corresponds to the 
combined length of the webs (column 2, line 36- line 4, column 
3) . The ends (19, 19a) of the webs are joined together by an 
adhesive (20) . The stacks of superimposed folded web material 
have solid outer casings in form of rectangular box-like 
cassettes (12a, 12b) and the forward and tail ends of the 
joined continuous web are disposed outside the cassette (12) . 

It seems obvious to a person skilled in the art to combine the 
method of packaging a web according to (Dl) with the web 
supply system according to document (D2) and so obtain the 
invention claimed in claims 1-2, 4-5. 

According to the arguments stated above, the invention claimed 
in claims 6-7, 9-11 is not novel. 

Claims 3 and 8 show in light of the documents mentioned above, 
nothing that is not already known. 

According to the arguments stated above, the invention claimed 
in claims 6-7, 9-11 is not novel, is not considered to involve 
an inventive step but is considered^ to have industrial 
applicability.' The invention claimed in claims 1-5, 8 is 
considered novel and to have industrial applicability, but is 
not considered to involve an inventive step. 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Supplemental Box) (January 1994) 



0 



EO/US 
PCT/FI98/01022 



PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 



From the INTERNATIONAL BUREAU 



PCT 

NOTIFICATION OF ELECTION 
(PCT Rule 61.2) 



Date of mailing: 

21 October 1999 (21.10.99) 



International application No.: 

PCT/FI98/01022 



To: 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
United States Patent and Trademark 
Office 
Box PCT 

Washington, D.C.20231 
ETATS-UNIS D'AMERIQUE 

in its capacity as elected Office 



Applicant's or agent's file reference: 
2980458PC/SU 



International filing date: 

23 December 1998 (23.12.98) 



Priority date: 



02 January 1998 (02.01.98) 



Applica nt: 



HYVARINEN, Paavo et al 



1. The designated Office is hereby notified of its election made: 

"xl in the demand filed with the International preliminary Examining Authority on: 

28 May 1999 (28.05.99) 



| | in a notice effecting later election filed with the International Bureau on: 



2. The election | X | was 

| | was not 



made before the expiration of 1 9 months from the priority date or, where Rule 32 applies, within the time limit under 
Rule 32.2(b). 



The International Bureau of WIPO 
34, chemin des Colombettes 
1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland 



Facsimile No.: (41-22) 740.14.35 



Authorized officer: 

J. Zahra 

Telephone No.: (41-22) 338.83.38 



Form PCT/IB/331 (July 1992) 



2952174 



